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MAXXIS 



Exclusive lubricant partner 







ENDURO 


MORE POWER. 
MORE SPEED. 
3E CHAMPIONS. 














EDITORIAL m -» 

Welcome to our second edition of 
Endure illustrated 




COVER STORY - A closer look at Yamaha’s 
return to the Enduro World Championship 



Put tape on my brake and clutch levers? 






HELL'S GATE GALLERY -» THE LIST > DONE ROAM II 


A visual look back at P015's first major 
extreme enduro 


Essential tips on using your GoPro 


QEfA interview with E 
World Champion Tad 
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UP FRONT INTERVIEWS 


jm the Italian club's 


Three short, sharp and to the point interviews 


Head-to-toe gear review #1 




BETA XTRAINER 



ADVENTURE RIDING -» 


ne from Aussie 
ir Adam Riemann 


Finding out more about Beta’s new 300cc WHAT IS ADVENTURE RIDING? 
woods offering We weren’t sure so we asked a few good men 



W -> 


1015 FIM SuperEnduro 
dy Blazusiak 



interesting info you won’t 
ss 



USED G REVIEWED 

Head-to-toe gear review #2 
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SURVIVE AND PROSPER. 



It’s not something most of us stop and consider, but the off-road motorcycle game isn’t all that different to 
more mainstream’ industries. By that I mean it’s dominated by a number of bigger brands. Like the car and 
truck game, telecommunications services, aviation or food industries - within our dirt 
bike world there's also a number of larger players. The Japanese and KTM/Husqvarna 
are currently hitting the bigger numbers. 

Mainstream industries are dominated by global mega-brands. You know who 
they are. The big guys that cast sizeable shadows over the rest. But coexisting 
alongside them are smaller, often thriving, niche manufacturers. 

There is, of course, one major difference between our world of off-road 
wood racers and the companies that feature heavily in our day-to-day 
lives - people. More specifically the numbers of people. Millions, biilions 
most likely, are customers of the car, telecommunications, aviation and food 
industries. The same can’t be said when talking about enduro bikes. A tiny 
fraction of any mainstream industry is a very big and important fraction. 

It’s very different in the dirt bike world. 

Just as most of us will likely have the same brand of phone in 
our pockets, more and more of us are increasingly turning to the 
same manufacturers when buying bikes. So when we consider 
today’s dirt bike landscape, what is it the smaller companies need 
to do to thrive and survive? 





INDEPENDENT SPIRIT... 


There are many things that make the likes of Beta, Sherco, TM and Gas Gas special and important to our 
dirt bike scene. Some have no desire to upscale. Some are growing steadily while still predominantly 
focused on ‘heme’ and European markets. Some have divided their manufacturing capabilities between 
trials and enduro. And all have differing objectives regarding sales and growth, 



'j 



To a greater or lesser extent all of the above-mentioned brands can surely be considered niche 
manufacturers. They aren't the dominant players. Some are less niche than others, but they all shift 
significantly less units than the bigger players. 

Keeping us, the dirt bike riding public, interested and engaged in their products is something all brands 
have to engage in, more now than at any time before. In an age when we're all becoming used to the 

relative security generated by big brands it's going to be interesting to see how the 
manufacturers stay strong in the coming years. 

it enough that they simply offer an alternative to the bigger brands? After all 
there're plenty of folks that don’t want to be riding the same colour bike 
as their mates. Price - selling their bikes for less - is one obvious way 
of attracting interest. But the general rule of thumb states that the 
fewer you sell the more you have to sell them for. 

Building products that are different, and subsequently building 
strong micro-niche followings, is a way for smaller brands to 
strengthen and expand. So to is turning towards more exclusive high-end 
machinery. Straight-from-the-faetory bikes with blinged up specifications are 
likely to excite interest, aren’t they? 














THE COLLECTION 

LOOKING BACK AT DAKAR 2015 WITH INSTAGRAM 

1. HRC Honda’s Joan Barreda settling in for a marathon stage night shift 

2. Michael Pisano pushes his bike to the finish of stage 9 and the end of his Dakar. 

3. Laia Sanz gets ready for a good night's sleep in the stadium of Cachi. 

4. Heavy rainfall turns the Dakar bivouac into a lake in Salta, Argentina. 





5. KTM’s Pablo Quintanilla and Honda's Daniel Gouet in the overnight sleep at Uyuni. 

6. 47th in the final standings, Argentinian Roberto Gajdosech raced the Malles Motos class. 

7. Malles Motos life for ex-GP star Jurgen van den Goorbergh, who finished 31st overall 

8. Jeremias Israel tows Barreda for hundreds of kilometers in a catastrophic stage 8. 







UP FRUN T 


CAN’T WAIT FOR... 

2015 ENDURO WORLD CHAMPIONHIP OPENER 

The 2015 FIM Enduro World Championship starts in Talca on 
April 17-19 and it's going to be a right old dust up in the Enduro 2 
class. Defending world champ Pela Renet starts another year on 
his trusted Husqvarna FE 450. As focused as ever, Pela has been 
training hard during the off-season along with his friend Christophe 
Nambotin. Alex Salvini has just renewed his deal with Honda for 
another two years. Fond of the dry South-American conditions, Alex 
aims to repeat his 2013 victory in Chile. Antoine Meo sticks with 
the KTM 350 EXC-F, determined to successfully finish a story that 
came to a premature halt last year following his crash in Finland. 

Meo's started the season with some solid wins in the Italian 
championship. Last but by no means least, Johnny Aubert is looking 
for his first win with Beta. The two-time EWC champ was consistent 
throughout 2014, but now has to step it up and secure some wins. 



WANT, DON’T NEED 

FACTORY SIDE STAND 

How does the old saying go... ‘Ain’t nothing tighter than a hole,’ right! 
We've spotted these on a few bikes recently, namely Pela Renet's 
Husqvarna FE450 and Andreas Lettenbichler’s KTM 300 EXC. 

Were not sure if someone over in Austria has a little too much time 
on their hands, or that they’re serious about shaving a little weight 
off their factory bikes. Either way it’s nice to see a drill, rather than 
Titanium or Carbon Fibre, being used to save weight! 



CuNGRA TULA TIONS 

Tip of the hat to French sand specialist Adrien Van Beveren. 
Getting his first win in the Enduropale du Touquet last year 
he then dominated the 2015 race from start to finish. 

The Yamaha racer recently proved that he’s forgotten none of 
his motocross skills winning the Argentinian Supercross del 
Verano event before topping the Enduro del Verano race during 
the same weekend. Adrien recently stated he now dreams of 
‘following a future with Yamaha in the Dakar Rally’. 




“When it’s going well I’m the happiest 
person in the world. When it’s not 
enjoyable I’m the grumpiest in the world...” 

David Knight 



FAINING STUFF PEOPLE SAID RECENTLY 


“My target is to compete with men, I am 
not interested in winning more women’s 
world championships...” Laia Sanz 


get smarter...” Graham Jarvis 


“We will see if the road we are travelling 
will lead to an HRC Enduro Team. We are 
waiting for a brand new CRF dedicated to 
enduro, then we will have to work even 
more than we do today...” Egidio Motta - 
President G CEO, RedMoto 



PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 

TUFF JUG 

Tuff Jug is exactly that - a jug that’s tough, for carrying fuel. The cool thing 
about it is the different refill options available. The Ripper cap is claimed 
to dump up to 20 litres of fuel in 45 seconds, with no hassle or spills. 
We cant be sure about 20 litres, but it helped us refill a 9-litre tank pretty 
damn fast. Tuff Jugs come in 10 or 20-litre sizes and various colours. The 
20-litre can needs two strong arms to lift it when full. The standard cap 

features a braided quick fill hose. 

For colour options, cap and price info head to... www.apico.co.uk or tuffjug.com 


FIVE FACTS 

TM RACING 



• TM derives from the initials of the founders’ sons, Thomas and Mirko. 

• In 2012, TM Racing celebrated its 35th anniversary. 

• TM Racing is one of world’s leading kart engine manufacturers, 

• All 2015 four-stroke bikes feature an innovative under-seat tank. 


• TM's one and only Enduro World Championship title came in 1998 with 
Roman Michalik in the 125cc class. 






# m 


TALENT 

MANNILETTENBICHLER 


His dad’s one seriously talented extreme 
enduro racer, and now Manni Lettenbichler 
is starting to show that he has a very 
bright future ahead of him, too. The 
16-year-old German, whose father Andreas 
rides alongside Jonny Walker 6 Taddy 
Blazusiak for KTM, has been a revelation in 
this year’s FIM SuperEnduro Championship. 
Despite missing the South-American 
rounds in Mexico and Brazil, young Manni 
managed to get a third place finish in the 
championship. Looking forward, aside from 
finishing his schooling, Manni will focus 
on Europe’s major extreme races - Erzberg, 
Romaniacsand Sea to Sky. 
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THE BIG PICTURE 


ANDERS ERIKSSON 


This is seven-time Enduro World Champion Anders 
Eriksson. A world championship racer from 1991 to 2008, 
Anders enjoyed 19 years as an official Husqvarna team 
rider. In one of his greatest title fights he won the 2001 
500cc four-stroke championship by beating Mika Ahola 
by 0.06 of a second in the final test of the season! ^ 


Before the GP of Finland in summer 2005, Eriksson ' 
crashed head on with his then Husqvarna teammate 
Mika Saarenkoski. Eriksson suffered a broken lower 
leg, a compound fracture of his femur, injured his 
knee, wrist and collarbone. An initial 15-hour operation 
marked the start of a very long road to recovery. 


Anders endured countless hours on his rowing 
machine as rehabilitation. Watching TV to help pass | 
the time, the powerful Swede spent months returning 
to full fitness and regaining full movement in his 
injured knee. Anders returned to competition at the 
final round of the 2006 Enduro World Championship. 


Eriksson is now a family man, living in Tibro, Sweden. 
He runs Anders Eriksson Racing, and races for Sherco, 
He works with the Swedish Motorcycle Federation as a 
supervisor for the enduro championship and organises 
enduro schools around the country. 


www.ae-Famg.CQfn 
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THREE GREAT READS, THE OLD FASHIONED WAY 



Alpinestars. One Goal. One Vision. 50 Years. 

j by Alpinestars 

Alpinestars 50-year anniversary celebration book is a thing of beauty, 
bringing together images from the early 1960s to today. Simple yet 
elegantly designed, the 256-page hardback book relives a compelling 
journey through motorcycle racing’s recent history, Image heavy, and 
featuring world-class photography from every sporting discipline 
Alpinestars is involved with, it reviews a half-century of performance, 
protection and style. Available from limited Alpinestars dealers. 



.ALPINESTARS 




Yamaha, The Mythical Thumper. The XT Story 

by Marc Unau, Editions iariviere 

Prefaced by Yamaha’s iconic figure Jean-Claude Olivier and written 
by Marc Unau, this is a must-have for thumper lovers. Presenting 
the story of Yamaha’s iconic single-cylinder it focuses on the 
great history of the XTs in rally-raids. With poster-style images in 
a top-quality hardback, it clearly documents the bike’s legendary 
moments. Search online for purchasing info. 


HUSQVARNA 

MOTORCYCLES 

Standard •S Racing I903-I2&4 



Husqvarna Motorcycles. Standard & Racing 1903 - 1964 

by Dane Dlantz 


One for hard core Husqvarna fans. After spending 34 years as a mechanic and 
test rider for Husqvarna, Dane Glantz brings together an amazing collection of 
technical facts, words and illustrations covering the initial part of the brand’s 
long history. Glantz’ book delves into the company's production story from the 
motorvelocipeds (bicycles fitted with small engines] of 1903, to the two-stroke 
Silverpilen (Silver Arrow) of 1964. There are complete descriptions of models, 
tech data and design details. Special mention is made to Husqvarna’s early 
racing activities, which ranged from the ISDE to the Isle of Man TT. 

www.teknikmfo.com 



W WE’RE LOVING 

KLIM TORQUE JACKET 

Our Klim Torque Jackets have had some serious use, and 
abuse, during the last 18 months. Nearing the end of 
their second winter, they've kept us warm on more windy 
photo shoots than we care to remember. In and out of 
the washing machine many, many times, you’d never know 
they've been ridden in, accidentally dragged across airport 
floors, used as in-flight pillows, screwed up and wedged 
into all manor of bags and worn time and time again. 
A great, lightweight, dependable, hardwearing jacket. 



wm. adventure-spec, com mw.klim. com 


NEVER LETTING THE TRUTH STAND i 
IN THE WAY OF A GOOD STORY i 


Riders competing at ErzbergRodeo will 
likely be requested to use only open face 
helmets in a drive to give TV viewers 
‘a better understanding of just how 
demanding the race really is’. Liking 
what he's seen in trials, surfing and BMX, 
Erzberg’s head TV guy explained that... 
‘People at home want to see the anguish, 
the pain and the missing teeth, that's 
impossible when riders are wearing full- 
face helmets.’ The idea is believed to have 
come from discussions held during the 
recent World Action Sports Ideas Forum in 
Los Angeles. 
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■ 



— Th&KufitCaAeth 

FOUNDATI 







KNOW THIS 

KURT CASELLI FOUNDATION 

• Established in 2013 following the untimely death of US racer 
Kurt Caselli, the Kurt Caselli Foundation’s focus is the safety of 
riders and racers in the off-road motorcycling industry. 

• 2013: The "Kurt Caselli Foundation” is established. 

• $60,000: Raised at the first Kurt Caselli Ride Day at Glen Helen. 

• Mission Statement: The foundation has a three-part mission 
to encourage, develop and standardize safety measures before 
racing, during racing and after racing. 

Info & donations: kurtcaselli.com 













ptivating image archives of Italian 
istrated brings you a fascinating 


Die, events and racers that helped 
f Europe’s leading enduro clubs... 
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ssie/Brit Llewellyn Pavey earn a rookie Dakar finish... 


e is without doubt my team - my Dad, our mechanic Evan and the team boss / 
in. Without their efforts neither of us would’ve finished the event. After the salt 
! of Bolivia the assistance guys pulled three consecutive all-nighter shifts and 
day. It was immense.” 

ither clothing was pretty much a lifesaver during the race. The temperature 
es were really extreme, some days were 50+ Celsius and the coldest we saw was 
s. There were five days where the mercury didn’t rise above ten degrees. My wind 
iraghopper Luka II Bodywarmer and Acerbis Zero Degree Gloves were my go to items. 


I suspension on Dakar is there for the things you don’t see, and the desert is full 
Small things can become a big problem at lOOkm/h. I remember so many times 
eyes were wide with fear but the bike soaked it up. The KTM 450 RR and my DR 
pension deserve the plaudits there.” 

h. I wear contact lenses and the endless dust on the bivouac was a pain. I didn't 
the day because my Scott Desert goggles were great at their job. Around the 
t was indescribably dusty - my eyes constantly felt like they had grit in them, 
my eyes out with an eye bath every night was essential.” 

ar medical staff were incredible. They are the best doctors I’ve ever seen, 
at keeping people riding. They saved my race twice - once with my foot and once 
:ude sickness. They fed me drugs in the sand dunes, then scanned, stitched and 
me up in the bivouac. Their attitude is so different to your average doctor. They 
lard to keep riders safe. Their knowledge and skill is seriously impressive.” 






Waking Up Before Dawn 

“It's an early start - I’m on my feet for 8.00am. Check my email, grab a bite to eat and 
leave for the stadium at about 6.30am." 

Track Crew Meeting 

“We try to fine-tune everything related to the tracks the day before the race, then come 
race day we’re good to go. Once at the stadium the track crew has a meeting, discuss 
any overnight concerns and then assign everyone's duties for the day.” 

Paddock Walk 

“The EnduroCross schedule features amateur racing in the mornings so the paddock is 
busy from early on. I try to meet and greet as many riders as possible and make sure 
they've got everything they need. We want everyone to ride a lap with a smile” 

Grab And Go Lunch 

“At about 1.00pm the amateur programme is completed, so we've got around one-hour 
of downtime before it all kicks off again for the Pro session. Generally those 60 minutes 
involve a full clean up of the track, altering the obstacles to increase the difficulty for 
the top guys. There isn’t much time to take off my gloves, so it's lunch on the go!” 

Pro Practice 

“Once we get the Pros out on track we really see how it’s shaping up. Working with the 
track crew and riders I try to make sure everyone is happy. 3.00pm is practice, 
at 4.00pm it's the Hot Lap sessions.” 

Meet n’ Greet 

“At 5.30pm, before the main doors open, we run a VIP party and sponsor meet n' greet. 

It gives us a few minutes to catch our breath before the night programme begins.” 

Doors Open 

“Doors open at 6.30pm - busy gets buster.” 

Showtime 

“Between 7.00pm and 8.00pm - depending on the venue - the show starts. From then on 
it’s a non-stop adrenaline rush. Even after so many years I still get a huge buzz watching 
the start gate drop on the main event. During that time I let the track guys do their 
thing and try to oversee everything and make sure everybody is where they are needed 
when they are needed.” 

Clean Up 

“Immediately after the podium it’s time to start tearing down the track. We've got about 
three hours to clear space for the earth moving equipment coming in. At 1.00am we’re 
pretty much done. The construction crew have the contents of the track out of the 
stadium by 8.00am.” 

Bed Time 

“EnduroCross is usually a 20-hour day, so I tend to fall back into bed by about 3.00am!” 


Ty, overall how have you enjoyed your first season of SuperEnduro? 

“I've loved every minute, I wouldn’t change a thing. It’s been a crazy 
winter chasing this series. Prior to round one in Poland the furthest 
I’d ever travelled from my home was into Mexico. Now in the last 
four weeks I’ve flown internationally four times. But it’s been great. 

I’ve seen some cool places, rode some great tracks and won a world 
championship.” 

Did the Junior SuperEnduro class meet your expectations? 

“I underestimated it a lot. It’s completely different than the way the 
Junior class is structured in the US. It’s coo! to see how big it is in 
SuperEnduro. There are a lot of quality riders racing, that’s for sure.” 

Aside from winning the title can you pinpoint a season highlight? 

“It’s hard to top winning your very first world championship but round 
one in Poland was great. To go there, not knowing what to expect, racing 
a two-stroke for the first time and then winning all three races was 
brilliant. It definitely pumped me up for the rest of the season.” 

What’s next for Ty Tremaine? 

“My focus is on the AMA EnduroCross Championship. Round one didn’t go 
how I hoped. I broke my race bike in practice, crashed in my heat race and 
had to qualify through the LCQ. Then in the main even I lost a contact lens 
and rode blind in one eye for 10th. I’m hoping III have better luck for the 
rest of the series.” 

Finally, we’re sure there are a few people you want to thank! 

“My Dad has worked as hard as me to get this result - he’s been an 
awesome mechanic and motivator. My mother and younger brother have 
been massively supportive too, helping me chase this dream. I also owe 
a huge thanks to Mike and everyone else at the RPM Racing Team, KTM, 
Klim, FMF Racing and Cody Webb for helping me get this done.” 
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6D ATR-1 



R TAKE... 

The 6D helmet has notably large external dimensions, something 
especially apparent when the other helmet we were riding with 
was Airoh’s Aviator 2.1. For us, wearing a helmet that isn’t overly 
worried about its size or weight was a reassuring thing. The look 
is unique, no question about that. Largely flat on top, no matter 
what angle you look at it the 6D lid has its own linear 
style, which we like. The smoothness of the top and 
sides of the helmet make it extremely tree branch friendly with 
well sculpted, out of the way, air exhaust ports to the rear. 

The fit, just like the look, is different to many other helmets. 

If it’s possible to liken most helmets to the all-over snug feel 
you get while wearing a beanie, you feel the fit of the 6D helmet 
most notably around the forehead area, from temple to temple, 
Kinda like when wearing a baseball cap. Not tight or uncomfort- 
able, just distinctive. Only when first putting the helmet on did 
it feel different. 

Although the depth from outside shell to inside liner is greater 
with the 6D helmet goggle fitment was straightforward just as 
you'd expect. What did take a little getting used to was the nose 
guard. With the chin guard, well, chin-shaped, the black nose guard 
was initially noticeable - like a helmet moustache. Just as initial 
feel of the helmet after a few minutes it becomes unnoticeable. 

It’s clear that this is a top-end helmet. Although the ‘science’ 
can't be seen we think it's great that a company like 60 is willing 
to think outside the box when it comes to improving rider safety. 

REALLY LIKED: Secure, comfortable fit 
EXTRAS: Helmet bag 
COLOURS: Nine different designs 
SIZES: XS [53-54] to XXL (62-63) 

WEIGHT: +/- 1.525g 

PRICE 8 AVAILABILITY: www.6dhelfnets.com 





ALPINESTARSTECH7 

OVERVIEW... 



USED- 

REVIEWED 

PR DO '.Cl TEST 



Featuring the latest boot technology, the Tech 1 has recently been 
redesigned to offer great stability and flex via its mechanical pivot 
system. Ankle and toe protection has been given extra attention, with 
the design focusing on providing riders with an optimised feeling while 
braking or shifting. 



OUR TAKE... 

With more than 50 years of boot-making history, expectations are 
high with any Alpinestars product. There's a lot packed into the Tech 7 
boot, with technology and a quality of construction we'd expect from a 
more expensive product. Alpinestars have stuck with four-strap buckle 
technology, with both the top and bottom buckles closing forwards. 
Buckle construction is largely made from aluminium, guarantying 
reliability. We loved the easy-to-use self-aligning buckle fastening 
system, which ensured simple and precise closure. 

Once worn, the Tech 7s immediately give a feeling of security and 
comfort. They're extremely smooth internally - there’s no inner booty 
- with ample foam gently holding your foot. The feeling of comfort 
remains while riding. From the ankle the upper boot pivots back and 
forth without additional pressure being applied anywhere. What 
really impressed us was the great feeling you get while shifting and 
braking. Inside the Tech 7s your feet really do feel like they're inside a 
supportive yet supple safe cage. Footpeg and frame grip is phenomenal 
thanks to the boot’s soles, which are replaceable, and inside 
rubberized gripper areas. A great lightweight, quality boot that's quick 
and easy to put on, looks great and has strong, easy-to-use buckles. 

REALLY LIKED: Buckle system 

COLOURS: Eight available combinations 

SIZES: 38 to 52 (EU)/ 5 to 16 (US) 

PRICE & AVAILABILITY: mmlpinestars.cofn 
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KLIM DAKAR PANT & JERSEY 

OVERVIEW... 

The In-The-Boot Dakar Pant offers durability and functionality. It features a Cordura 
main-body construction and a ventilation system via zippered thigh vents and 
hamstring exhaust ports. It also has zippered thigh pockets, 3M reflective materials 
and thick leather inner knees. The lightweight jersey has a comfortable main body 
with intelligently placed underarm and cuff panels. 

OUR TAKE... 

Klim has fast built a reputation for quality, if at times somewhat quirky looking, 
off-road clothing. Putting a heavy emphasis on materials, innovation and quality their 
Dakar gear is like regular gear on steroids. The materials used are super-charged, 
just about everything is double-stitched and it’s solid. Really solid. It might sound 
kinda stupid to say a Jersey is solid but when side-by-side with others its heavyweight 
credentials shine through. 

Durability is the key word as strength of fabric Is seemingly the priority over 
garment weight. Not that they’re seriously heavy. The coloured part of the jersey 
is tough Polyester, with a neat rubberised logo on the lower back to keep it inside 
your riding pants. The silver area is an almost metal-like fine mesh, which allows 
ample ventilation. The cut is generous, and the jersey features light elbow padding 
and a thin layer of foam on the upper shoulder area for backpack and/or external 
body armour use. 

The two-coloured pants aren’t moto pants. Let’s be clear about that. They're a kind of 
an ‘adventure lite’ pant thanks to the tough-as-hell construction. As soon as they're 
in your hands you understand they're built to last with the tough outer fabric offering 
impressive ‘spikey bush’ protection. The cut is generous, very generous around the 
knee area, and they're long at the back, which means you never feel like they’re falling 
down. The front of thigh air vents allow huge volumes of air flow and the two internal 
and two external pockets are roomy, quick and easy to use. 

REALLY LIKED: Durability, large pockets 
COLOURS: Five for pants & six for jersey 
SIZES: 28 to 42 & S to 3XL 

PRICE S AVAILABILITY: www.klim.com www.admtofespec.com 
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A simple design featuring ultra-lightweight materials. The design idea is to offer comple 
the bike with minimal distractions. It has a perforated single-layer Clarino palm and a 3 

thumb overlay. The airprene cuff and thumb panels offer protection . 


This is as close as you can get to not wearing gloves. Seriously, we wouldn't be surprisec 
weighed more than the gloves themselves. They're unbelievably light Essentially one thin lay 
the palm and another equally thin layer for the back of the hand, their construction is simpli 
Easy to pull on and off, in-keeping with their minimalist design ethos there's just a narrow r 

the wrist closure. Offering amazing feel of bars and levers they're all about fee 

REALLY LIKED: Incredible leve 

COLOURS 

SIZE 

PRICE & AVAILABILITY: wmm 







, RACECRAFT 
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aft goggle stands at the top of the 100% line-up, featuring triple-layer, moisture managing foam 
n deep silicon coated (inside) strap. The outriggers are designed to help fit and balance, while 
kes on the lower frame feature patent-pending technology for streaming air into the foam. 

V 
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t do bland. When it comes to their goggles they do bold and colourful. The Racecraft is a 
limalist high-end product. It has all the good stuff you’d expect from a premium goggle, and 
\ comes with a second lens, tear offs and a bag, but is designed for racers - those looking for 
: and minimal fuss. 

Joesn't offer serious tension, but enough for the goggle to fit firmly and securely. Once on 
ley offer great peripheral vision, which is what impressed us most. The triple-layer foam is 
allower than on some goggles, meaning occasionally we could feel the goggle frame on our 
ig close to the face brings the sides of the frame in close, allowing for great sideward vision. 

ED: Great peripheral vision 
is, nose guard, tear-offs, bag 
i/lany, 20 if not more 
AILABILITY: wm.ridelOOpercent.com 
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te connectivity to 
mm padded foam 
and breathability. 

OUR TAKE... 

j if the packaging 
/er of material for 
e with a capitals, 
leoprene band for 
>1, not protection. 

ir and grip feeling 
Multiple colours 
S: S to XL & Youth 
l elOOpercent.com 



WE MAKE 
PERFORMANCE 
PLASTICS 


HANDGUARDS 



/ SINCE 1 978 

AFTER MORE THAN 35 YEARS IN THE OFF-ROAO PARTS 
BUSINESS, WE NEVER STOPPED DEVELOPING AND IMPROVING 
OUR PRODUCTS, THAT’S WHY WE ARE OEM SUPPLIERS OF SOME 
OF THE MAIN MOTORCYCLE BRANDS. WE CREATE EXCLUSIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES, WE CONSTANTLY THINK OF INNOVATIVE 
PRODUCTS. WE MAKE PERFORMANCE PLASTICS! 



FOLLOW US: 





WWW.POUSPORT.COM 



BODY PMTECT 

















Performance Plastics 


HEADU6HTS BIKE MAT/BIKE STAND 



ACCESSORIES 


REPLICA PLASTICS 
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It's been seven years since Yamaha withdrew 
In some ways they did it the right way - signing 
thanks to Johnny Aubert and the Italian UFO Co 

Since then the EWC has seen BMW come am 
disappear. Kind of. It’s seen Husqvarna go fi 
ownership. And during all that time it’s seer 
manufacturer interest. Yes, Honda Italy hav 
series. But other than red, there’s been notl 

In officially returning to the Enduro World C 
at least, are saying ‘we’re interested’. Inter 
within the Enduro 1 class. And, now that the 
the job, their goal is to try and win a quarte 
since Stefan Merriman in 2004. 

Yamaha’s return is important in many ways, 
doing what in the EWC. For a company of Yar 
enduro means they must see some real mer 
Yamaha investing in enduro, who knows, otl 
to do the same. 

Like any motorsport series the EWC needs c 
between riders, competition between team 
manufacturers. And Yamaha’s return ups thi 
The championship hierarchy isn’t likely to a 
brands tends to bring out the best in them. 

While Yamaha’s return to the EWC might not 
Dakar, as a returning manufacturer Yamaha 1 
interest. It freshens things up and will likel 

Racing, as the old adage goes, helps improv 
and jumping back into the EWC, as welt as o 
Yamaha’s WR250F will likely get better. And 
they start refining their YZ450F and offer u( 


i from the Erduro World Championship. 

3 off at the top with a coveted Enduro 2 title 
irse team. But it's been seven long years. 

d go. It’s seen Husaberg rise and then 
rom Italian to German to Austrian 
i little in the way of serious Japanese 
e remained true to their support of the 
fling from Japan. 

hampionship Yamaha, or Yamaha Europe 
ested in re-establishing the WR250F 
jy feel they have the right machinery for 
r litre thumper title for the first time 

and not just for those interested in who’s 
iiaha’s size and stature ‘coming back’ to 
it in the woods game. And if it’s worth 
ler Japanese manufacturers might start 

:ompetition. It needs competition 
sand competition between 
e competition levels a notch or two. 

Iter too much, but competition between 

: be comparable to HRC Honda’s return to 
's decision to come back will certainly add 
y add new colour to the El podium. 

ie the breed. And in rolling up their sleeves 
ither racing series around the word, 
who knows, it might not be long before 
]anew WfWSQF! 
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Starting h s association with Yamaha a 
few years back, Miglio’s most notable 
recent successes have come in the 


SuperMoto World Championship with 
KIM Italy's support. With racing 
memorabilia decorating every wall of the 
Miglio race shop, the team’s HQ retains 
many visua reminders of the SuperMoto 
SI World Championship title won with 
German Bernd Hiemer back in 2008. 


Clearly Max knows his stuff. The 
workshop is well equipped, well 
organised, spacious and in every way a 
very ‘real’ race shop. From a technical 
point of view he has everything covered. 
And along with his and Yamaha’s 
technical partners has everything needed 
for a fulhon world championship assault. 


ssimo Migliorati isn’t well known 
outside of Italy, but the Miglio Racing 
owner and team manager is someone 
more than qualified to lead Yamaha back 
into the EWC. Passionate, experienced and 
a former enduro racer, Max’ team set-up is 
significant, longstanding and impressive. 
It's also nestled high in the mountains of 
Northern Italy, surrounded by little other 
than spectacular alpine views. 



The bikes 

The reason Yamaha is returning to international 
competition now is simple - they have a shiny new bike and 
they want to show what it’s capable of. With the production 
WR250F receiving impressive reviews, Yamaha knows it 
once again has a competitive package. A package that 
doesn’t need all that much work in order to go EWC racing. 

While the list of modifications the Miglio team make to their 
bikes is significant, the list of major mods is small. Generally 
speaking the parts that have been swapped are for lighter, 
stronger, bigger/smaller and different coloured equivalents. 

The list, if it can be called such, of notable changes made 
to the team bikes can be reeled off in a few seconds. The 
motor gets a GYTR head and different cams. The shock is 
shortened by 4mm. The EFI system has been set-up to meet 
the riders’ needs, just like the suspension, but in many 
ways the team bikes show how confident Yamaha are about 
their production bike. 

Cylinder head ‘work’ is pretty much the norm for any 250cc 
four-stroke race bike. The team uses the GYTR head, and 
different cams to squeeze a little more power from the 
otherwise production motor. Visually, the biggest change 
is the titanium Akrapovic exhaust system, which snakes 
its way around the motor. Everything south of the cylinder 
head is standard with the bikes retaining the electric 
starter systems. 

The brakes come in for a little overhaul with Braking 
[oversized on the front) disks used in conjunction with 
the production Nissan master cylinders and callipers and 
Allegri hoses. 
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Mr Alexandre Kowalski 

Five minutes with Yamaha Europe’s 
Marketing, Racing and Event Manager 

Mr Kowalski, tell us a little more about your position 

within Yamaha Europe? 

Alex: "My position within Yamaha is Marketing, Racing 
and Event Manager. I am also in charge of media and 
press relations. I am responsible for racing at an 
international level, which means I am also in charge 
of European enduro and rally racing activities. 

Wow, that's got to keep you seriously busy? 

Alex: "Yes, but I love it. Team Migiio is Yamaha’s official 
enduro team and we also have the Yamaha France team 
with Marc Bourgeois. Yamaha Rally Team is our official 
team in the rallies with Olivier Pain, Michael Metge 
and Alessandro Botturi. We also have some supported 
riders in enduro, who are not going to do the world 
championship races." 

Would you agree that Yamaha has lost some serious 
ground within the European enduro market? 

Alex: "It’s been a very long time since we had an 
official team in the Enduro World Championship. 

We've remained involved in enduro sport but not 
officially in terms of racing in the world championship, 
which we were involved with for many, many years 
previously. Clearly the target is to regain the status and 
the position that Yamaha had some years ago. That’s 
why we are making this effort with the enduro bike, this 
new generation of the WR-F and with Migiio Team." 
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Is Yamaha's return to the Enduro World Championship driven purely by Yamaha Europe, 

or is Yamaha Japan genuinely interested in enduro? 

Alex: “Europe is not the biggest Continent but what you see now is part of a racing 
strategy coming directly from Japan. The fact that the factory built this new bike is of 
course based on the idea that we wanted it in Europe, because we had an interest in 
that. But it is also part of the factory’s strategy Clearly, the fact that we are introducing 
a new official factory team is something that the Japanese are following closely” 

Does the fact that high-level success can be achieved with well-prepared standard 

machinery appeal to Yamaha? 

Alex: “As you say one of the great things with enduro is that success can be achieved 
with a well prepared standard bike. When you take a closer look to our WR250F race 
bike you can see this bike is not that far from our production WR250F. It is a really 
efficient racing bike. We will see how it performs during the season, but when you 
listen to our top riders the feedback you get is that it is very, very good ” 

Can you give any details of Yamaha's longer-term enduro plans? 

Alex: “This is the first step in a very long way. The Yamaha WRP50F is a totally new 
bike and we have to regain our position within the enduro market, This is also a 
way to tell to our customers and the market that this is our plan. But of course 
we’re not coming back in enduro for only one year. It's a long-term strategy in 
enduro. That’s a new plan and we are all very motivated, happy and proud to be 
back competing in the highest level of enduro racing.” 

Finally, Yamaha has continued to produce its 250cc two-stroke motocross bike. 

Any plans to transform it into a competitive enduro bike? 

Alex: “We know that there’s an interest for two strokes in the enduro market. 

The proof that Yamaha always believed in two strokes is that it never stopped the 
production of the YZ250. We will focus on the four strokes, but we won’t reject the 
two-strokes. The Yamaha factory is closely following what our racing team is doing 
in the field and what we are doing in the market. The factory can see what’s going 
on in extreme enduro races, it's aware this is a very fashionable style of racing 
now. The global enduro discipline is asking for four strokes as well as for two 
strokes. For the moment the development is focused on four strokes.” 









lifications 

sion: Production KYB USD forks 
difications 

iion: Production KYB shock shortened 
ernai modifications 

issin & 260mm Braking disc 6 Allegri hose 
issin 6220mm Braking disc & Allegri hose 
chelin Enduro Competition, 80/100-21 
;helin Enduro Competition, 140/90-18 
: XTRIG 


Special Parts 

Air filter: Twin-Air 
Plastics: Racetech 
Bars: Magura 
Grips: Ariete 
Engine guard: Crosspro 
Plastics: Racetech 

Wheels: Standard hubs, Excel (gold) rims 
Decals & Seat Cover: Blackbird 
Radiator hoses: Samco 
Lubricants: Yamalube 
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SHOP 
PUT TAPE APOU 

BECAUSE WHAT’S GOOD FOR ONE RIDE 


E!' Seb Fortanier - Jonny Walker’s mechanic 

“I’ve been using tape on levers for a long, long time. First of 
ail it gives much better grip, especially if it rains or when it’s 
muddy. And when it’s cold a rider doesn’t have direct contact 
with a freezing metal lever, so their fingers are kept warmer. 
These are the two main advantages of using tape on levers. 
There are various types of tape that can be used, most often 


I use Guidoline bar tape. It’s just thin black tape that’s 





NO: Michael Hentschel - Andreas Lettenbichler’s mechanic 

"The set-up of Andreas’ bike is quite simple. He prefers 
using long and soft grips (with no waffle] and no tape on his 
levers. He’s tried tape on his levers in the past, but didn't 
really seem to be getting any great advantage from it. Letti 
prefers a handlebar setup that’s similar to that of a trials 
bike. He likes thin grips and a wide handlebar, and really 
likes skinny levers. We reduce the diameter of his levers - 
they’re notably smaller than stock.” 
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VIEW COMPLETE 
ENDURO MODELRANGE 


J3 Husqvarna Motorcycles released the 
jtionary 510 TE. Lightweight, compact and reliable, it 
lew benchmark and redefined 4-stroke offroad competition 
rcycles. The classically styled 2015 Husqvarna 4-stroke 
o range is the latest descendant of that pioneering vision 
1983. Perfectly balancing power and torque with lightweight 
landling, the nimble chassis features a specially designed 
ikage and WP Suspension to deliver accuracy and traction 
onditions. Electric start, a composite subframe, hydraulic 
and other top-of-the-line standard equipment give the 
Husqvarnas a premium edge. 























Two mates and a 9,000km 
journey from Mattighofen in Austria 
to the Pyramids in Egypt. Creating 
a 90-minute film from their 30-day 
trip, Motologyfilm’s founder Adam 
Riemann explains all about his 
career changing adventure 


Words: FutureTMedia. Photos: motologyfilms.com 
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“We nurtured the 
bikes down the 
motorways, but when 
we ventured into the 
off-road sections, they 
came into their own. 

We could confidently 
explore terrain that you 
wouldn’t dare on a big 
adventure bike. Two oil 
changes and that’s it. 
We only had a fuel 
injector issue while 
climbing the Romanian 
mountains." 















First things first, where does the idea for a 9,000km 
adventure from Mattighofen, Austria to the Pyramids in 
Egypt come from? 

Adam: “I figured it would add a cool element to the story if 
we were to ride from where the bikes are made, so I guess 
that’s why the journey started in Mattighofen From there it 
was as simple as looking for the most significant landmark on 
the map in any direction. In my mind, that was the Pyramids 
of Egypt. The challenge of trying to ride through seven 
countries organically created the adventure.” 

How did you go about convincing KTM your idea was one 
they should support? 

“I think KTM needed to keep us at arm’s length during the 
making of Motonomad - especially given the regions we 
were riding into and the fact a civil war broke out in Cairo. 
We could’ve gone for adventure models, but I wanted to stay 
true to the riding I do and the audience I have. KTM treated 
us like family at the factory, but the instant we rode out of 
there we were totally independent of any support, Mo one 
believed we could ride EXCs 7,000km without a support 
crew - let alone film the entire journey. I guess we pulled it 
off. Motonomad is just a bigger scale version of how I make 
all my movies - a bag of camera gear and a dirt bike.” 



This’ll be hard, but what is your single strongest memory 
of the trip? 


“The 250km sprint from Port Damietta on the coast of Egypt 
into Cairo - through the night. That was probably the most 
dangerous thing Mark [Portbury] and I experienced. We’d 
just got our bikes released from customs at the port and 
were trying to make the final run into Cairo before sunset. 

We were honestly in full-focus-race-mode - squinting in 
headlight haze, pinning it between gaps in traffic, broken 
sections of overpass and dodging animals, people and head-on 
traffic coming at as on the highways. It was total traffic 
anarchy and took every ounce of our ability as riders to 
survive it. How we didn’t get taken down by that madness 
was almost a miracle. We made it through Cairo and into 
Giza that night, and, would you believe it, into a Marriot 
Hotel! Despite what was thrown at us, I can’t really recall 
ever thinking we weren’t going to make it. Intention is a 
powerful thing when you believe in achieving something.” 

And your ‘best’ moment? 

“The elation of nailing the money shot - the wheelie in 
front of the Great Pyramid. That was the climax of a very 
dodgy and hectic situation in Cairo. Camping with the 
Bedouin people at the top of Mount Sinai was unforgettable. 
And navigating through the Star Wars-like deserts of Wadi 
Rum in Jordan was epic. All incomparable, but equally 
amazing, situations.” 
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“Just go. You’ll never 
be, nor should you 
rely on being 100 per 
cent prepared because 
everything can change 
on the fly, Don’t feel 
you have to target ideal 
weather conditions. Some 
of the most beautiful 
places you’ll ever see 
are when it’s baking hot, 
pissing it down with rain 
or covered in snow. Sort 
your visas, carnets and 
licensing then just go.” 
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aerial visuals it brought to 
|he film, were worth every 

bit of hassle.” 
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5 THINGS ID DO DIFFERENTLY 


1. Use moto-touring helmets instead of a motocross helmet with 
goggles. The added fatigue undermines your ability to think 
clearly, or maintain motivation to film. 

2. Expand our travel window so we weren't hammering from 
one destination to the next. There were areas I would have 
filmed more extensively if we had more time. 

3. Spend more time preparing an efficient and stable luggage 
system. Mark’s arrangement was a wobbling joke the whole trip, 


4. Research the political atmosphere of every region more 
intensively. I have no intentions of travelling through such 
hostile regions again. 


5. Learn the language basics of 
the countries we travelled to. 
Communication is the greatest 
barrier. People are more warming if 
you attempt to speak their language. 
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What did you learn about yourself during the trip? 

“Motonomad changed me in the sense that I felt 
very aware of my actions and influences on other 
people. I felt very responsible for Mark’s well-being. 
He was all wide-eyed, and stoked to be charging 
around the world on a dirt bike. But I found I was 
holding back on things I normally wouldn’t hesitate 
to do. I’d try to intensely calculate risks more for 
Mark’s sake than my own. I didn’t let on to him that 
I felt this way, it was just in the back of my mind 
with nearly every decision I’d make.” 
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Tell us more about you, How, when and why did you start doing 
what you’re doing now? 

‘After working at a number of magazines, in 2008 1 became a 
freelancer. In 2009 1 had the idea to start what I thought could 
become my own online magazine, launching motology. But print 
media was still so strong back then and no one really took websites 
seriously in terms of advertising or supplying product. How things 
have changed. I guess the real turning point was when I bought the 
Canon 5D Mkll, I now had the ability to make my photos come to life 
by capturing HD video of everything. All I needed was a place for the 
public to see these videos, so I registered an account on YouTube.” 
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Motonomad isn’t your first adventure, tell us about your earlier rides.,. 

“I’ve recently re-edited and released the film that started it all - Himalayan 
Hero. I basically dragged my father - a complete motorcycling novice - through a 
4,500km journey into the Himalayas of India and Nepal and filmed it. We did that 
trip on 150cc Indian built trail bikes and it really was an epic, but harrowing. 
Journey. It really was a life adventure. The Himalayan altitude hit us hard. 

What we didn’t realize at the time was that it triggered a terminal Asbestos 
Cancer in dad, which he is still fighting. He was tough then and even tougher now 
given he’s fought past the 18-month time limit the doctors sentenced him with 
when we got back. Himalayan Hero is a very personal film for me. It will forever 
act as a tribute to dad as well as being the start of the Motonomad legacy. I’m 
glad he’s been able to see both films I’ve made, but it’s hard knowing that the 
cancer is cutting his life short.” 

What next for Motonomad? 

“I’m trying to make each film better than the last in terms of production 
values. My intentions are to create another three or four Motonomad 
adventures and right now I’m planning Motonomad Asia. Ultimately, 

I want to evolve beyond motorcycle films into bigger productions...” 
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Borders crossed; 8 
Total kms: 8.900km 

(includes flight from Turkey to Egypt &? ferry to Jordan via, Red Sea) 

Days on the saddle: 28 on bike - 3 rest days. 

Rights in tent: 4 in tent, 5 just in sleeping bag. 

Countries crossed: V 

(Austria, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan) 

THE BIKES 

Liters of oil used: 8. 

Tires changed: 3 

Crashes: Adam 1, Mark 5 maybe 6 

Damaged parts: Gouged undercarriage/frame rails on Adam’s bike, 
broken handguards and levers on Mark’s bike 
Air filter changes: 1 (Mark’s bike at 5, 500km) 

Spare Parts used: 1 fuel injector, 1 clutch and brake lever 

THE RIDING GEAR 

Socks: 2 pairs each. 

Pants: 1 pair of nylons, 1 pair of jeans each 
Gloves: 2 pairs (1 moto & 1 waterproof) 

Tools: KTM tool kit &? tyre levers 
(levers fell out between Romania and Egypt) 

THE FILM GEAR 

Cameras: 1 Canon 5d Mkll, 1 Canon 7d 
Drone: X650 Quadcopter 

Batteries: 3 x Lipo for drone, 3 spare GoPro batteries, 3 Canon batteries 
GoPros: 4 x Hero 3 
Tripods: 1 x Manfrotto 
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umar it is... 

A 300cc electric start enduro bike with a mellowed 
motor, designed to put more emphasis on ease 
of use and enjoyment rather than competitive 
prowess. It sticks with Beta’s red and white colour 
scheme, and visually doesn't look that different 
to the Italian manufacturer's ‘true' enduro line-up. 
It features an electronically controlled autolube 
system, so there’s no need for pre-mix. 

The engine comes from Beta's RR 300. It’s lost the 
kick-starter, features the same Keihin PWK 36mm 
carburettor and has a totally revamped exhaust 
system - kind of a half enduro/half trials front pipe. 
Along with an enclosed airbox and a re-mapped GDI 
it’s designed to provide a linear and progressive 
power output’. The engine is housed inside a brand 
new steel deltabox frame, unique to the Xtrainer. 

The bike is fitted with 43mm Olle forks, and an Olle 
rear shock, both of which give 270mm of travel. The 
bike has 20mm less suspension travel compared to 
Beta’s RR models. 

The new, smaller frame and downsized and lowered 
suspension create some interesting bike dimen- 
sions. Most notably a seat height of 910mm, 20mm 
lower than that of the competition Betas. The 
Xtrainer has ‘proper’ brakes - the same Nissin set- 
up as on the RR range. Significantly, Beta's newest 
all-round bike features an auto-lube system. There 
is an oil tank underthe seat, which holds 600ml 
of two-stroke oil, designed to make life out on the 
trail easier. The bike has an 8.5-litre fuel tank. 
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Fabrizio Dini knows pretty much all there is to know about the Xtrainer. 
At Hell’s Gate to oversee and support Ben Hemingway and the Xtrainer’s 
sporting debut, we grabbed five minutes with Beta’s enduro team 
manager and test rider... 

Why did Beta decide to build the Xtrainer? 

Fabrizio: “The truth is the original idea came from the CEO of Beta Motor, 
Mr Lapo Bianchi, who is an occasional enduro rider. He thought we needed 
a bike that would be easy both for men and women to ride, for amateur 
riders and also slightly more experienced riders. We started working 
on this project almost six months after presenting ourfirst two-stroke 
enduro line-up, at the beginning of 2013." 

Is it possible to say who exactly the bike is aimed at? 

Fabrizio: “The bike has been created for those who are looking to have 
fun and enjoy themselves. It's a competent entry-level bike, which is really 
easy for anyone to ride. It’s easy to turn and offers good traction in more 
technical terrain. It has a seat height 20mm lower than the enduro bike. 
This is a bike for riders who don’t have so much time to train and want 
something that won’t make their lives harder. It’s a bike for riders with 
zero to medium experience. Even in competition, if you’re just looking for 
enjoyment and fun, instead of being an out-and-out racer, then the Xtrainer 
suit you.” 



What were the primary design objectives? 

Fabrizio: “Our main goal was to produce a light bike. That’s mainly why 
we started working with the engine of the RR 300 [rather than with a 
four-stroke motor]. The Xtrainer is 5kg lighter than our standard enduro 
bike. We focused on building a small and light bike, which is also strong. 
For us the two-stroke 300cc engine has a really good power delivery and 
great torque. The Xtrainer has even more torque than the RR enduro bike, 
especially in the botto m-to-m i dd I e range.” 
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Why did Beta decide to race a bike that’s 'perfect for newcomers’ 
in one of the world’s hardest one-day extreme enduro events? 

Fabrizio: “We thought it’d be a great idea to race the first major 
extreme race of the season with the Xtrainer. It is a really special 
race. The most important part is the evening race, where you re- 
ally need a light and easy-to-handle bike. Most of the race is done 
in low speed and there are no parts where you have to go fiat-out, 
like at Romaniacs.” 


How many Xtrainers is Beta planning on building? 

Fabrizio: “The initial plan was to produce 500 bikes, but all of 
those have been sold already. We might have to increase production 
since we were a little bit surprised by that We’ve had people who 
haven’t ridden the bike ordering them. The price will be less than 
the RR 300.” 


Are there any plans for a four-stroke version? 

Fabrizio: "Right now we don’t have any plans to expand the 
Xtrainer family.” 
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Riding the Xtrainer 

We weren’t able to ride the Xtrainer ourselves so we figured we’d ask a man 
who did - Ben Hemingway, Given the option of racing either his regular 300 RR 
or the Xtrainer, the Beta supported rider spent a few days testing and tweak- 
ing the Xtrainer before opting to put it through its paces at Hell’s Gate- 


First things first Ben, why did you decide to ride the Xtrainer at Hell's Gate? 

Ben: "I was asked to by Beta, I guess it’s an event close to the factory and as 
good a piace as any to try it out. I rode a pre-production bike that was all but 
the same as what the production bike will be. I said I’d try it and liked it, so we 
decided to race it.” 


The Xtrainer isn’t designed to be an extreme bike. Did you have to make 
many adjustments to it? 

Ben: “Not many really. The one thing I asked for was a little more power. I just 
wanted a little more grunt. That was done by running a different GDI, more like 
on the 3D0RR, and opening up the airbox a little. I think Beta also fitted a lighter 
power valve spring. They also tweaked the forks and shock clickers and that was 
about it, to stop high-speed bottoming out of the suspension. There weren’t any 
special parts, just a few changes made to the standard bike. The bike I used had a 
kick starter, which I don’t think the production bike wii! come with" 

How would you compare the Xtrainer’s ergonomics to the RR enduro bike? 

Ben: "The biggest thing for me was that it felt lighter when riding it. The seat 
height is lower, which you notice if you’re shorter like I am, but it was the 
lighter feeling when riding that I noticed most. The seat is narrow, moving 
around is really easy, but it doesn’t feel that much different to the RR. It feels 
like it’s a real enduro bike, just lighter when you’re riding it.” 


What about the motor's power? 

Ben: “Stepping off a 300cc enduro bike onto the Xtrainer 
doesn’t leave you feeling like you’ve thrown a leg over a 
kids bike or anything like that. I spent two days riding 
and playing on the bike and really enjoyed it. I wouldn’t 
have raced it if not. I wanted a little more power because 
of where I was racing, not because the standard bike 
is lacking in anyway. It’s designed to be rider friendly 
and that’s exactly what the production motor’s like. 

It’s very smooth with a good spread of power, it’s just not 
as strong as the RR. But there is plenty of top-end. It feels 
like there’s extra weight on the flywheel, which there isn’t - 
the exhaust just gives it that strong-off-th e-bottom feeling. 
When I jumped from the Xtrainer to the RR, that’s when I 
really noticed that the power was a little softer.” 

How did the Xtrainer handle on the extreme trails of 
Hell’s Gate? 

Ben: “Overall it was really good. No enduro bike is 
designed to be ridden over the most extreme stuff at 
Hell's Gate. On the faster, rougher trails it was a slight 
disadvantage because of the softer suspension. But in 
the slower more technical sections it was very good. 
That’s where the bike was really impressive, and I guess 
slower, technical terrain is where most people would 
benefit from riding the Xtrainer.” 

Any plans to compete on the Xtrainer at other races? 

Ben: “Nothing planned. The bike’s not designed to be an 
extreme enduro machine, but because it’s good in the 
technical trails it made sense to race it at Hell’s Gate. 

It would be good at Erzberg, but we’ll see about that...” 
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BETA QUALITY I BETA PERFORMANCE I BETA SERVICE 

For your nearest dealer visit www.beta-uk.com or call: 01 535 655970 
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nun Xtrainer 300 

Engine: Two-stroke, water-cooled, based on enduro RR 

Displacement: 293.1cc 

Carburettor: Keihin PWK 3B & Autolube system 

Seat height: 910mm 

Ground Clearance: 320mm 

Fuel tank capacity: 8.5 litres 

Front fork: Olle - Diameter, 43mm. Travel, 270mm 

Rear shock: Olle -Travel: 270mm 

Front brake: Nissin, double piston, 280mm disc 

Rear brake: Nissin, single piston, 240mm disc 

Tyres: Enduro 

Dry weight: 99kg 

Gearbox: 6 speed 

Starting: Electric starter© ^ 










Think about it: 2-strokes are es 
own and a blast to ride. Make 
Think FMF and enjoy the w< 
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Adventure motorcycling -the bike industry has been 

buzzing about it for years now. Well, at least on the European 
side of the pond ever since Ewan McGregor and Charlie Boorman 
brought the whole matter to the attention of the wider public by 
way of their televised Long Way Round global circumnavigation in 
2004. Of course adventure motorcycling was thriving long before 
then, but McGregor’s Hollywood profile meant a new level of 
worldwide public interest and recognition. 

Adventure motorcycling is of course a super-ambiguous entity. Its 
definition really isn’t that simple to determine. Where do you start? 

If we're talking circumnavigation, then we can go right back to 1912 
when American Carl Stearns Clancy rode a lOOOcc Henderson on 
what is credited to be the first global circumnavigation. 

But adventure isn’t just about global circumnavigation. Maybe it's 
about travelling outside the realm of the first world nations, say 
into Africa, Asia, South America? 

Maybe it doesn’t even have to be that, can it be simply riding 
off-road? Before ‘adventure’ was coined commercially, there were 
recognised long distance off-road routes such as Brisbane to 
Cape York in Australia and the USA’s Trans-America Trail - they were 
simply called ‘trail rides’. 

And what is an adventure bike? A big BMW R12Q0GS with hard 
cases, knobbly tyres and satellite navigation? Or a humble Honda 
CRF25QL with textile saddlebags? Both are currently being used 
for circumnavigations. Does it have to be an off-roader? Adventure 
icon Ted Simon rode a 500cc Triumph Tiger 100 for his world tour in 
1973, more recently Nathan Millward has ridden Sydney to London 
on a HOcc Australian Postie Bike. Arguably for most of history we 
didn’t even have adventure bikes, just motorbikes. Arguably an 
adventure bike is, then, any bike. 

In truth, adventure motorcycling is probably little more than a 
state of mind. A willingness to ride not so much into the unknown, 
more into the unexpected... 









Dave Lomax 

Age: 44 

Job: Director, Adventure Spec, Great Britain 
Rides .* Honda CRFB50L 

For me adventure motorcycling is a 
journey with an unknown outcome, which 
for full effect should create a personal 
journey of discovery and development 
The main ingredients you need for your own 
adventure are simple. A motorcycle, that’s a 
given, and a situation that takes you beyond 
your own line of personal comfort - one 
which allows you to return safely home. 

As far as I’m concerned that's it! 

What doesn’t matter is the make of bike, 
the distance covered, the countries 
visited or the equipment used. 

Buy a bike, any bike. And ride it somewhere 
you have never been. In my experience the 
longer you do this the better the effect. 

For such a simple recipe the effects are 
astonishing and if you continue to follow 
this formula you can’t image the places 
these actions will take you. And the ways 
you will be changed by your actions. 

If you’ve never tried it my advice would be 
to start immediately. 

















Geoff Ballard 

Age: 56 

Job: Owner, Bollard’s Offroad, Australia 

Rides: BMW R1B006S Adventure, Yamaha JJRR50, KTM350EXC-F, 

a pack of 1981 Maico d90s 

I reckon that trying to define this adventure riding thing is a 
pretty big ask, and I think that’s mostly because it can mean 
so many different things to so many different people. Every 
adventure is relative to a rider’s ability and then perhaps the 
geographical area being explored. 

What could be considered a great ‘adventure’ ride for a guy 
or girl who has just discovered some early riding skills, could 
simply be a 40-minute jaunt along a basic trail. Yet to another 
rider it might be the challenge of crossing the Simpson 
Desert. Or maybe a journey across an entire continent. 

For myself, it generally seems to be something in the middle 
of all that. 

The most important ingredient is an element of escape, which 
almost always involves a route that’s way less travelled. Adding 
to this are usually the ingredients of a mate or two, a challenge 
or two along the way and then just somewhere intriguing to go. 
The actual destination isn’t that important, it’s more about how 
and where you go to get there and who you go with! 

About 15 years ago I realized that although I’ve been lucky 
enough to have travelled extensively throughout Australia and 
in many other parts the world, I’ve naturally only ever taken 
the easiest, quickest and most efficient route possible in 
getting where I wanted to go. 

Adventure riding allows me to journey through and explore 
that almost unlimited ‘other world', and in the most exciting 
and fun way possible. 


Chris Birch 

Age: 30 

Job: Racer, Off-Road Coach, New Zealand 
Rides: KIM 1190 Adventure, KIM 300 EXC 

The topic of ‘what is adventure riding’ is something I talk 
about lots with friends. Down here in New Zealand it seems 
to mean ‘old people riding slow on gravel roads on expensive 
motorbikes’. For me there is not much adventure in that I don’t 
think the bike makes a scrap of difference, I’ve had amazing 
adventures on my KTM 1190 Adventure and amazing adventures 
on my enduro bikes. For the ride to be an ‘adventure’ there 
has to be some exploring, there has to be some adversity and 
ideally just the right amount of danger! 

The best adventure I’ve had recently was in Panama, doing the 
Ocean-to-Ocean enduro. It was an adventure getting to the 
start, driving through the rain forest to the Caribbean Ocean and 
then trying to find food in a shantytown. I slept in a run-down 
backpackers hostel run by a lunatic. During the race I ran out 
of gas, got lost, got stuck, begged for food from the mountain 
people. I floated my bike across swollen rivers and finally got my 
arse to the finish exhausted and hugely proud of myself. For me, 
that ride ticked all the boxes of a true adventure. 
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Jimmy Lewis 

Age: 40s 

Job: Many S varied - Bike Jester, Tour Guide, Off- Road Coach, USA 
Rides: KIM 950 Adventure, BMW RIB 0 BBS Adventure, various 
enduro bikes 

This is a very complex and confusing question. I like to have 
an adventure every time I get on a bike and get confused 
when riders put a label on adventure riding. Having done 
Dakar (an adventure and a race if not a reality TV show at its 
best] and ridden ail over the Western US, I find each ride has 
adventure qualities. I ride everything from a fully loaded KTM 
950 or BMW GS with camping and exploring gear, and have 
tuned my lightweight single-cylinder overnight setup thanks 
to many trips to hot springs and trails that are not easily 
accessible by any other vehicle 

I always hope that adventures are not caused by lack of 
riding skill, planning or a disregard for safety, for those 
adventures I can do without. 

Having run my rider training school for over 15 years now, 
known one of the best ever adventure riders, I've heard 
and seen about every imaginable version of what adventure 
should be. The simple lesson learned is we can all be better 
riders. Unlike the street, once you venture off-road your skill 
level is no longer assessed by how fast you can ride. Your skill 
determines where you can and can’t go. 


Lyndon Poskitt 

Age: 36 

Profession: Mechanical Engineer 

Current Job: Full-time Traveller ; Racer on RacestoPlaces.com 

Rides ; KTM 690 Rally Replica 

The word adventure, by its very definition, means the unusual 
or the exciting. Everyone has their own understanding of 
unusual, depending on your experience and knowledge. 
Exciting changes over time and with experience. The terrain, 
bikes and geographical locations that are exciting for me to 
ride now were all damn right scary 20 years ago. 

You should ride on a bike that satisfies your needs, your skill 
level, your type of adventure and of course your wallet! There’s 
no point buying a 1200GS to ride single track in Utah. Likewise 
you wouldn’t want to ride 1000 miles across Arizona on a 125 
two-stroke. 

For me, a big part of the adventure is planning and preparing. 
Recently, I had to build my own bike to fit the bill - a bike that 
was truly multi-purpose and capable of munching the miles 
with luggage but also suitable to compete in international 
cross-country races. If I look at my Dakar Rally from 2013, the 
hardest and most adventurous part was simply preparing and 
raising the funds to get to the start line! 

As for the riding, for me, it is about escaping the daily drum 
beat of life and creating freedom. Exploring new places, 
setting new challenges and expanding my experiences. 
There’s one thing for sure, I never remember the days in the 
office but I always remember my adventures. I personally 
prefer off-road adventure but recognize it can also be done on 
sealed roads. I’ve had some epic adventures in the mountain 
roads of the south of Europe. 













Enduro Illustrated 
and Adventure 

Adventure motorcycling sits on the edge 
of the enduro world, that’s why it’s of real 
interest to Enduro illustrated. It takes 
inspiration, even design principles, from 
our enduro bikes and adapts them to 
the adventure-travel world. And there’s a 
cross-over in skills - enduro riders know 
sand, know mud, know the off-road, and 
so serious adventure riding certainly, and 
naturally, falls within our area of interest. 

In coming issues, Enduro Illustrated will 
regularly dip into adventure to explore 
what’s on offer, what’s new and what’s 
exciting. We trust you’ll enjoy the content. 
And as ever, you’re welcome to send us 
your feedback... e 


. BMW Images. Yamaha Motor Europe N.V. Triumph Images and Rider’s own 




THE HEAD OF 
INNOVATION™ 

Improving an amazing product requires relentless 
pursuit of perfection. The updated Instinct boot 
delivers refined fit and function, taking premium 
performance to new heights. 



FOXHEAD.COM/ | Q0O FOXHEADEUROPE 
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xtreme enduro events 
aren’t supposed to be 
easy. As it says on the 
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label, they’re extreme. But 
if there's one thing that can 
truly make the hard harder it's 
extreme weather. And that’s 
exactly what happened at 
this year’s event Snow isn’t 
uncommon at Hell's Gate - 
the event has run under 
just about all conditions over 
the years. But never before 
have things been so wet, 
so cold, so wretched. 
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It was obvious from early on in the 


going to be a ‘normal’ Hell’s Gate. With 
the weather in part decimating the 
field only the strongest of the strong 
survived, and even they were made 
to suffer. One after another riders 
collected time penalties, many simply 
unable to deal with the arduous terrain. 


^0 


And so it was that little more than 10 
riders took to the start of the main 
race. And it was at that point that 
horrible got seriously miserable. As 
temperatures dropped further rain 
turned to snow. No one was amused. 

Graham Jarvis is a difficult man to beat 
*51 Hell’s Gate. And most exacted him 
to win again. Working his way to the 
front of the race he lead at the end of 
lap one. Then disaster struck. In simply 


became a significant, and ultimately . 
race ending, problem. Drowning his bike 

» ■» • tr- % 

it was game over for Graham. 
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‘No sir, everyone lias to have one. 

It doesn't take long. . No one 
was prepared for the mid-race 
rectal examination! 

South African Blake Gutzeit was 
another who tried to battle his way to 
the finish. He wasn’t successful 
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Water; like the cold, was everyone’s enemy 
this year Sraham Jarvis wasn’t the only 
one who ended up in the drink 
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We’ve shot a lot of footage with our GoPros. They're regularly 
clipped, taped and strapped onto bikes and riders both in and 
away from competition. With close to three years of GoPro use 
under our belts here’s a little of what we’ve learned... 


Once your angles are set make sure they stay that way. 
It sounds kinda obvious that a camera needs to be tight on 
its clip or bracket but make sure it is. Then make sure again. 
Low flung tree branches will do their best to knock a helmet 

mounted GoPro backwards. Don’t let them. 



Or rather, don’t when you’re capturing a shot. Try and calm your 
breathing down as much as possible before any panning shots 
or photos. Then breath out and calmly nail that shot. Huffing and 

puffing only results in wobble. And wobble ain’t good! 





Get the angles right 


When mounting your camera on 
top of your helmet make sure it’s 
not pointing too high, or too low. 

No one wants to see too much 
sky or too much helmet peak. The 
slower the terrain the more you'll 
look close to your front wheel, so angle the camera up a little 
more to get a better view of the track ahead. 


Stabilisation is key 

Your neck does a great job of stabilising your head, which is 
why most ail helmet-mounted footage always looks smooth and 
stable. It's a little harder getting great handheld GoPro footage. 
Smooth, linear movements are a must Try keeping your arms 
close to your body, and twist your body rather than moving your 
arms around. 


Putting a GoPro on your helmet will give you some great footage, 
but don’t be afraid to experiment with where you put it. Think 
outside the box a little, watch other people’s GoPro videos and 
when you see something you like try and capture the same. 



Try different settings 


There’s a huge amount of settings that can be 
changed on a GoPro. Don't be afraid to experiment 
and learn what and how things can be changed. 
Just make sure you take a note of what your initial 

settings were! 


Learn to edit 

None of your mates will want to sit and watch ail five-and-a- 
half hours of your latest ride. So learn to edit. Download the 
free GoPro Studio software and learn to use it. Start telling 
your story, it’s really not that difficult. Also, get a cheap 
external hard drive to store all your footage on. 





Let people know it’s yours 


Shit happens, riders crash and, well, be ready for the day your 
GoPro isn’t where you left it at the start of your ride. Millions of 
people use them, how will the person who just found yours know 



Adam Riemann says... 

Aussie film maker’s GoPro top tip 

"Using a GoPro is no different to using any camera - it's where 
you point it that matters. I’m very fussy with what I film and 
won’t even switch the camera on unless I feel it’s going to be 
footage I’ll use in the edit. People make the mistake of leaving 
their GoPro on filling hours of mediocre footage, only to have 
the batteries run out when something epic is in front of them. 
When you’re doing big kilometers, you need to be strict with the 
camera. Manually switch it on with your finger and always turn 
it off when you're done to save power. Pretty simple really.” 
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I ve raced EnduroCross for so many 
years, now and I’ve been pretty suc- 
cessful at it. The tr^rang was getting 

as time went by. 

Now is the right time to make some 
changes in my programme. I feel it’s 




just the right time to do something 
different. Don’t get me wrong, I still 
love racing in the US and I still love the 
championship. EnduroCross is a great 
sport. I’ve been flying to and from 
Spain to the US for seven years, it’s 
time for a change. 



I’m still motivated to race. It’s not 
about quitting, it's just figuring out 
a schedule that will allow me to have 
more fun doing what I love doing. 

It’s just that the travelling takes too 
much out of me. Travelling between 
Europe and US is really hard. It’s not a 
sign of me thinking about quitting. I'm 
taking things year-by-year. I’m still 
working as hard as ever. I just need to be 

able to catch my breath between races. 
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I wouldn’t say KTM were shocked about my 
decision. EnduroCross is growing and in order 
to be competitive I’d have to move back to 
the States full-time. My team was cool with 
my decision. Bot it’s not only me. It’s KTM USA 
and KTM Austria and every My that m^de 
the decision together. I'm super happy about 
them being so supportive and understanding. 
Most of the guys are ex racers, so they know 
what it takes to win and be a champion. 

Cody Webkwsft ffreitia ffimffkr 

I have to give it to Cody. He beat me and there 
is noffm!§ else I can say about that. We won 
the same amount of races, but then he was 
more consistent in the rest of the season 
and that cost me the championship. It was a 
cool year and I enjoyed it, for sure. So, there’s 
nothing there to regret. Definitely there were 
a lot more guys that stepped up and that was 
a good thing for the championship. I had first 
turn crashes two of the last three rounds. 

I was working my way to fourth, but finally 
fourth is what cost me the championship. 

I’m feeling fresh again... 

To be honest, I’m actually feeling really fresh 
again, because I know I’ll be doing a lot of fun 
stuff during this year. Like I said, I still love 
what I’m doing, I still love racing bikes, but 
it’s just the right schedule that makes life fun. 
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(S I gave my last EnduroCross 
championship everything.. 

I wouldn’t say that it was a relief to 
get beaten, I can deal with pressure 
and winning is what I love doing and 
what I get paid to do. All I can say is 
that I didn’t lose the title because 
I gave up, not at any point. I was 
giving it all I had to the end, but 
: missed out a little bit on the luck 

factor. I gave it all I had. I was riding 
well; so I am happy for the champion- 
' - ship. That’s the way it works and it’s 





racing after all. 


’m mixinff fc 



iqs up now 




* It’s very cool that I can now pick and 
choose the races I want to do with the 
team. It’s pretty amazing with KTM, 

. -we’ve won quite a few championships 
together. The SuperEnduro champion- 
ship was the first priority, and things 
went great. I was disappointed that 
I wasn’t able to win the EnduroCross 
title and maybe that gave me a little 
extra fire. The start of a new series 
gave me a new start and I went for it. 
It’s been a great championship for me, 
racing back on a 300cc two-stroke has 
been amazing. 
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It's Erzberg over X Games... 

I’m definitely going back to Erzberg in 2015. 

It might clash with X-Games, but I’m going to do 
it Its going to be my first extreme race, which is 
a pretty big deal for me. There are lots of things 
I have to work on, my riding, setting up my bike, 
my engine and suspension. But III be ready for 
Erzberg. I am not sure about Romanises yet 
I’d love to go back there. I haven’t actually raced a 
full Romanises -I’ve done one day and then crashed 
out the next day. So, you know, I’m going to be a 
rookie in Romanises. Sea to Sky is also on the calen- 
dar, as well as the Megawatt race in Poland. 

Extreme enduro Is where it all started for me... 

To be honest I don’t think it's going to be that 
hard to return to the extreme events. Maybe it’s 
hard to know where exactly I’m at until I’ve raced 
the first proper extreme race. But I don’t think 
the sport has changed that much. I'm a better 
rider than I was four years ago, so I’m pretty 
sure I can be where I need to be. 

EnduroCross has come a long way... 

EnduroCross has got more professional and more 
riders have joined the championship. But any 
other racer in any other sport is going to tell you 
the same thing. That’s the reality and that’s the 
way it works. Everything is going forward and 
you can’t stop that evolution. But definitely it's a 
great championship and I'm really happy to have 
been a part of it. 



The decision to race a 300 came a 
little from the factory, but on the 
other hand it’s the best all around 
bike for me this year. I can race 
SuperEnduro, Enduro World Champion 
ship and extreme races with that 
same bike. It was the easiest bike 
to choose when I was thinking of 
coming back to extreme enduro. As I 
said, developing the bike for any kind 
of racing is a big story, so setting up 
the two-stroke for SuperEnduro was 
the first step. Now that I’m used to it 
again, and the SuperEnduro series is 
over, it’s all about getting it ready for 
outdoors racing. 
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#1- MADE US LAUGH 

AIGAR LEQK'S FORK STICKER - Never one te 
take things too seriously Estonian Aigar Leok 
decided to have a little fun with his suspen- 
sion setting sticker ahead of the opening 
round of the Italian Enduro Championship. 





■ * • • ■ 


#2 -CAUGHT OUR ATTENTION 

RAID DE HIMALAYA - It's the highest rally raid 
in the world, reaching 6,000 meters. In 2014 
was included in the FIM calendar for a 13th 
time. On average 20 per cent of starters 
finish the six-day marathon where tempera- 
tures can get as low as -25 Celsius. Some opt 
to race on scooters! mid-de-hmlaya.com 


*3 - SAVED US TIME 

YAMAHA BIKE MANUALS -Looking for 
some info we came across Yamaha's 
owner manual website, part of the 
Yamaha Europe website. It's a huge 
online database of user manuals for 
all of Yamaha’s latest models. 

Manuals are the original and can be 
viewed and downloaded in pdf form. 

yamaha-motor.eu/uk/services/owner-manuais/index.aspx 










«1 -WE ENJOYED WATCHING 

RIDE: WORLD ELEMENTS, is the latest offering from 
Aussie film makers FourOhFour. Checking in with 
close to 30 world-class riders and their private 
training spots, Alex Salvini pounds laps around his 
favourite enduro track in Italy, Kaiiub Russell blazes 
through East Coast US woods and Jonny Walker does 
his thing at home in the UK. Off-road's best hold their own against many of the biggest 
names in MX, SX and FMX. fidethefilm.com 



#5- SERIOUSLY IMPRESSED US 

ALFREDO GOMEZ - He might not have won but Alfredo Gomez's performance at the Tough 
One was one for the record books. First he fell while running to his bike then his rear wheel 
got stuck, seriously stuck, while crossing a section of truck tyres. At the end of lap #1 he 
was 19th. He finished third, alongside Jonny Walker and Graham Jarvis on the podium. 









PRODUCT SPOMOHT: 

DVD -ENDURO RIDING TECHNIQUES 

Enduro World Champion Johnny Aubert, two-time EWC 
runner-up Seb Guillaume and trials turned enduro rider 
Greg Eyries show how it should be done in Enduro Riding 
Techniques. From choosing the correct clothing to setting-up your bike, the highly 
experienced trio go on to demonstrate basic techniques for enduro. Braking, 
cornering, jumps, starts, rock gardens, you name it it's all covered. The DVD covers 
a wide variety of terrains and circumstances and gives detailed explanations of ail 
situations. Narration is by a native English (and French] speaker, the content is easy- 


to-understand, if a little stiff. Look out for the fun-to-watch extras. 


Languages: English 5 French 
Detail 54 min. (approx,] 
www.boutiquecppresse. com 



IF 

BLACK FRONT FENDERS 

Both Jonny Walker and Andreas Lettenbichler's 
factory KTMs featured black front fenders 
at Hell's Gate. As far as we're aware KTM 
hasn’t decided to change the colour of their 
bikes. They do it at selected extreme event 
to avoid unwanted reflections from the front 
headlights. It’s an old trick, well used by many 
top riders and teams over the years. Some go 
as far as putting black tape on the underside 
of their helmet peak, to absorb distracting and 
unwanted light reflections. 




MY MODS 

ENDURO P WORLD CHAMPION PELA RENET ON HIS 
‘TALL & FAST GUY’ MODS 



BARS & CLAMPS 

“I use Rentha! 998, Reed/Windham 
bend bars because they’re a pretty high 
bar. Because I'm tal! I also like to use 
a 15mm spacer under the bar clamps. 

I run the clamps in the middle position 
on the top clamp.” 


SEAT 

“I run a seat that's 20mm higher 
than standard, and run a hump at 
the rear of it. It's not because 
I’m lazy, but when I'm sitting 
it's easy because I don’t move 
around.lt helps a lot when the 

seat's slippery.” 




PENSION 

"I like my bike a little bit like a chopper 
- lower at the rear than at the front. 

I also like my suspension to be firm. 
The forks are harder than the shock, 
which is why my bike sits down more 
at the rear. I’m able to hit things hard, 
turning isn’t a problem and the lower 
rear end helps get great traction.” 






D ATATO 0 L 


The Datatool Python lock [right] and chain is a serious piece of kit, that’s 
reasonably priced and built to last It's Thatcham approved and comes in two 
sizes. We’ve been using the 1.2m long version, with 9.5mm case hardened 
links and a 10mm alloy steel lock. There's also a larger 1.5m long option, 
that weighs 5.5kg and has 13mm hardened links. Well worth investing in. 

Datatool is 100 per cent focused in producing safety systems for 
motorcycles. Established in 1985 they pride themselves on dependable 
and innovative products. One of their products we've used a thousand 
times is the handy Croc Loc [below] throttle and front brake lock. It’s 
not designed to provide maximum safety in all circumstances, but it's 
definitely a great deterrent making grab n' go opportunists think twice. 
It’s small and can be carried in a jacket pocket. 

wm.datatool.co.uk 











A boot bag might not be at the top of every- 
one's ‘must buy' list, but having used Scott's 
Boot Bag we're sold on them. It's a simple, 
functional piece of kit that’s just the right 
size to fit any pair of modern boots. There's 
a strong, easy to use handle on top for 
carrying the bag, which opens via a big zip. 
The opening flap can also be used as a foot 
mat while getting your riding gear on. 

www.scottsports.com 
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TAKE A LOOK 

THREE WEBSITES WORTH CHECKING OUT 
www.fim-isde2015.com 

LANGUAGE: English & Slovakian 
TYPE: ISDE 

The official website of the 2015 ISDE is the first place anyone interested in the event 
should visit. As you’d expect it offers a load of info on the event teams, places to 
stay and things to do while in Slovakia. Check out the ‘Race Routes’ section to get a 
feel for what riders will be enjoying during the first week of September. 

www.yamahait.comM 

LANGUAGE: English 

TYPE: Vintage Enduro & Restoration 

For lovers of Yamaha’s early enduro offerings. A treasure trove of info and knowledge, 
this enthusiasts website is dedicated to Yamaha's IT motorcycles. The detailed 
restoration stories - check out the fully restored '93 Yamaha WR500ZE two smoker 
- are what caught our eye. Behind its simple layout there’s valuable info, and parts 
manuals from 1976 to 1986. 

www.racestoplaces.com 

LANGUAGE: English 

TYPE: Travel, Adventure & Rally Racing 

Follow Brit Lyndon Poskitt on his KTM 690 Rally as he travels the world, competing 
in international cross-country rallies along the way. A genuine adventurer, Poskitt’s 
blog mixes photo galleries and videos as he journeys the globe. The videos offer an 
interesting insight into what it’s like travelling through parts of the world most of 
us will never get to! 



RECOMMENDED 

CORDLESS IMPACT GUN 

Husqvarna factory spanner man Damo Butler 
explains why he's never without his cordless 
impact gun... 

"I must have an impact gun in my tool chest it's 
a serious work tool. You can do so much with one 
of them. I mostly use it for stripping Graham's 
bike down, I can literally do it in minutes with an 
impact gun. It's an essential tool for when the 
pressure’s on. 

I prefer to tighten everything up by hand but 
when it comes to taking the bike apart an impact 
gun is the way to go. I also like a good knife.” 

MODEL: SW Stahl, 14.4V Cordless Impact Gun 


SPOTTED 

NK-NEKEN - SFS AIR CLAMPS 

Although Neken’s Smooth Feeling System triple clamps have been available for a while, 
until recently we'd not seen any of the enduro world's top racers using them. This set 
were fitted to Antoine Meo's Le Touquet bike. 

They’re essentially mini shock absorbers for handlebars, great for someone like Antoine 
who recently badly injured a wrist. 

According to official blurb on the Neken 
website ‘NK-SFS has exceptional shock 
absorbing capacity created by an air / 
oil system with a valve that enables 
the rider to regulate the air pressure 
according to the application required.’ 

mrn.nkneken.com 




' GOOD NEWS 

BECAUSE WE’RE ALL SICK OF NEGAT 


Husqvarna sold a record of 16,337 motorcycles in 
2014, passing ElOOm in turnover. 


New faces in extreme enduro - 
Mario Roman and Lars Enockl 
made their mark at Hell’s Gate. 


Laict Sam has started training for Dakar 0016, 
competing in La Bassella Race in February. 


PEOPLE ARE FREE TO RIDE BIKES ANYWHERE IN 
SOUTH-EAST EUROPE, LIKE THEY ALWAYS WERE. 


You can race enduro in the Isle 
of Man. The two-day Manxduro 
takes place in July. 


ARGENTINIAN ENDURO DELVERANO HAD USD 20,000 IN 
PRIZE MONEY AND MORE THAN 1,000 ENTRIES. 


IVE MAINSTREAM NEWS... 


The sixth edition of La Bassella Race in Spain in 
February had more than 1, BOO participants. 


TY TREMAINE IS THE FIRST AMERICAN 
SUPERENDURO CHAMPION. HE’S ONLY 20! 


Toni Sou's been riding his Honda CRFB50R a lot lately. 
Is he planning an Frmerg appearance? 


Quinn Cody is the new Dakar 
ambassador for North America. 


CROWDFUNDING LANDS IN ENDURO. LUDIVINE PUY 
COLLECTS MORE THAN 65,000.00 TO BOOST HER SEASON. 


Most will have heard already, Marc Coma will return, 
with KTM, to the 2016 Dakar Rally #NoCarsYet 


m ZONE 


FOOD 0 DRINK 

NUTRITION & HYDRATION THE ANDREAS 
LETTENBICHLER WAY 

“Getting the correct food and drink before, during and after a race might be simple, but 
you need to stick to the basic rules. I prepare my own plan. With experience has come the 
ability to understand what my body needs. I've found I need magnesium because it helps 
my muscles stay strong and then recover after the race. 

“Drinking is really important I drink a lot of water along with some special sports drinks 
like Isostar or Myprotein. You always need proper food, including pasta and some good 
meat. I prefer having both red and white meat. 

“I’ve trained my body to get at least three meals a day. Breakfast is important. I normally 
have eggs, beans, nice bread, muesli or corn flakes. Lunch is my main meal of the day, so I 
prefer having a bigger meal then. At dinnertime I have some pasta or something like that. 

“During a race like Romaniacs it's not easy to have lots of meals during the day. But I 
always have muesli or protein bars during the race. Drinking lots of water and energy 
drinks is also important. 

“After a race I have recovery drinks, which help my body recover and muscles relax. After 
a race like Romaniacs, I have noodles, salad, rice and beef. You must have proper food, 
that’s vital for anyone serious about their riding.” 
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AIROH AVIATOR 2.1 






OUR TAKE... 

My God the Airoh Aviator 2.1 is light. It's the first time we've worn 
one and the weight, or lack of it, is incredible. When it comes to 
x super lightweight helmets it's a bit of a tough one to get your, 
excuse the pun, head around. Protection equals solidity. Strength 
equals weight, right? How can super lightweight deliver serious 
^ strength? Our guess, kinda like Titanium does. 

The high-end quality is apparent as soon as you pick up the Airoh 
Aviator 2.1. The design is edgy and angular, offering impressively small 
external dimensions and, most notably, low weight. Airoh claims the 
2.1 is 980g / 2.2 lbs, which makes it one of the lightest on the market. 
And that's clear. 

Although small and light, the Aviator 2.1 has internal padding that’s 
comfortable for a secure fit, as you’d expect for a premium helmet. 

It has a firm yet comfortable fit on your head, which added to the lack 
of weight ensures head movement is effortless and stays that way. 
Airoh claim they’ve anatomically designed the helmet to contour to 
the shape of a rider's head. The fit seemed really good to us. The three 
plastic peak screws can be easily adjusted by hand, which we liked. 

With lots of forward facing air inlets, and two large vents on top, 
we certainly couldn't complain about the helmet’s ability to draw 
fresh air. Ventilation is impressive. But when you don’t need it, or it's 
raining heavily, Airoh supplies covers for the two main top-of-helmet 
openings. Overall, the feeling of lightness prevails while riding. Goggle 
fit is great, the removable liner is easy to remove and re-fit and the 
2.1 features quick release chin pads. A seriously lightweight, compact 
and comfortable helmet. 

REALLY LIKEU: Incredibly light. Peak screws tightened by hand 
EXTRAS: Helmet bag, peak extension, vent covers, bolt key & lanyard, 
screws set, GoPro mount 
COLOURS: Nine different 
SIZES: XS (53-54) to XL (61) 

WEIGHT: From 980g / 2.2lbs 
PRICE 8 AVAILABILITY: wwwMoh.com 










FOX INSTINCT 2015 

OVERVIEW... 

The Instinct boot is redefined for 2015. Updates include larger sizing, 
new lower straps with replaceable buckle system and new materials. 
The boots feature patent-pending Hinge Lockouts that stop ankle 
motion before hyper-extension, A slim interface keeps the foot close to 
the bike with Duratac guards giving grip. 

OUR TAKE... 

The Instinct boots is Fox 1 top of the line-up offering. Pricing puts them 
among the most expensive boots on the market, but they do feature 
notable design and technology. The buckle closure system has been 
completely revamped. Once the straps are properly adjusted and set 
it’s really easy to securely close them. All parts of the buckle system 
are made of light plastic, which keeps weight down but maybe isn't the 
strongest option. But all parts are replaceable. 

One of the coolest things we found was that they needed zero break-in 
time, so we literally took them out of the box and rode with confidence. 
The feeling of comfort is there right from the get go, and they're light. 
Very light. The inside of the boots is slim, which helps bring your 
feet closer to the frame. The ankle pivot system worked fine with no 
annoying squeaking as we walked. Potential buyers might need to size 
up a bit so try before you buy. A premium-priced boot that has a modern 
design and is light and comfortable. 

REALLY LIKED: Slim design 

COLOURS: White, red, black 

SIZES: 8 to 15 (US) 

PRICE & AVAILABILITY: wm.foxheQd.com 


MSRXPLORER ASCENT PANTS JERSEY 

OVERVIEW 

The Xpiorer is specifically designed for off-road riding. The pants are made of denier 
poly fabrics, with 'added-strength inputs' in high-wear areas. They feature a ratchet 
belt closure with Velcro adjusters. There's heat-resistant leather on the inner part of 
the knees and vents on the back thighs for cooling. The matching Ascent Camo jersey 
features lightly padded elbow panels, with stitching designed for increased strength. 

OUR TAKE... 

Straight out of the box MSR's Camo colour scheme catches the eye. Not because it's 
a brightly coloured look at me' teenager friendly colourway. Because it’s refreshingly 
subtle. Starting with the pants, we found the 34-inch waist offering to be a little 
tight, especially on the knees and lower leg areas. With a set of larger knee braces, 
it might've been necessary to size up. The great thing with the pants is their Velcro 
belt adjustment system, which ensures quick and accurate adjustment of the waist 
We loved the two zippered pockets on both sides where you can safely stash stuff. 
Well matching with the pants, the Ascent Camo jersey is light and offers great 
ventilation. There are two long mesh panels both front and rear that let it breathe 
easily. There are lightly padded elbow panels, with double stitching for added 
strength. The jersey's tail is long and stayed inside the pants throughout our ride. 

REALLY LIKED: Camo colour scheme 

COLOURS: Camo collection 

SIZES: 30 to 42 & S to 2XL 

PRICING & AVAILABILITY: mwmFacing.com and wwmpico.co.uk 












ACERBIS X-FIT T 

OVERVIEW... 

The Acerbis X-Fit body armour offers front back, elbow and shoulder protection. 
Featuring removable and washable protection it’s a lightweight jacket-style suit 
designed for year-long use. 

OUR TAKE... 


The Acerbis X-Fit armour is a great option if you’re looking for a lightweight 
undergarment that offers significant protection. The fit is snug but really comfortable, 
with the elasticated material wrapping nicely around the body and holding the 
protective elements exactly where they should be. The protective padding is hard but 
pliable impact absorbing foam. There’s a large protector at the back, a stone shield 
in the front and pads in shoulders and elbows. We found the left side zipper a little 
tricky to close initially as the fabric either side of it is extremely stretchy, but being a 
side entry garment once zipped up it offers full chest protection. The X-Fit offers good 
ventilation and sweat absorption. Slim and light, after two minutes on the bike we 
almost forgot we were wearing it. 

REALLY LIKED: Non-bulky feel 
COLOURS: Black 
SIZES: S-M.L-XL, XXL 
PRICE & AVAILABILITY: www.Qcerbis.it 









ALPINESTARS BIONIC TECH JACKET 4, 

OVERVIEW... 

The Bionic Tech Jacket is designed to offer extreme protection. All of its components 
are designed to provide high levels of ventilation and ergonomics. The Jacket can be 
integrated with the Alpinestars Bionic Neck Support. 

OUR TAKE... 

Offering great protection the Bionic Tech Jacket has a breathable main construction 
that gives a body-hugging fit, with adjustable lacing on sleeves [Cross Lacing System) 
and elastic belts above the kidneys. Protection comes on the back, two chest plates on 
the front, as well as on the shoulders and elbows/forearms. The Jacket is neck brace 
compatible, with recesses front and back to ensure a maximised and integrated neck 
brace fit. Closure is easy via the main frontal zip, which splits the chest protection into 
two. The overall feeling of security is impressive, it ! s very much an ‘ailin’ protective 
suit - one you know you’re wearing, but one that offers high levels of impact protection. 
Ventilation is good via the main mesh body, with the Jacket ideal for those looking for 
maximum levels of protection. 

REALLY LIKED: Great protection 
COLOURS: Black/Red 
SIZES: S to 2XL 

PRICE 8 AVAILABILITY: www.alpinestars.coin 











FOX AIRSP 

OVERVII 

Fox claims to have increased air volume inside the frame by 30 per cent The goggles offc 
claimed expansion in peripheral viewing and a 19mm deep, triple-layer face foam for super 
sweat absorption. The Lexan lens offers 100% UV protection and the goggles have a 45r 

silicone lined str 

OURTAK 

Relatively new to the goggle market, Fox has invested a lot in developing the technology of 
goggles. There are two extra venting ports in the front and upper side of the goggles, wh 
increase the volume of air inside. Despite their small external dimensions, once worn the 
AIRSPC goggles provide great visibility. The thing we loved was the thick layer of foam tl 

makes them sit comfortably on the face and absorb sweat efficien 

REALLY LIKED: Thick layer of fo 
EXTRAS: Removable nose guard, strap mounted tear-off pi 

COLOURS: Various colo 
INFO 6 PRICING: www.foxheadx 



MSRMU 

OVERVIEW... 

The Mud Pro glove 
from neoprene for 
everything’s cover 

OUR TAKE... 

The Mud Pro is mos 
mud. Sadly, the goo 
in extreme conditio 
incredibly easy, eve 
spikes notably dist; 

REALLY LIKEO: Sup 
COLOURS: Black 
SIZES: M to 2XL 
PRICE 8 AVAILABII 



DPRO 


is designed for exclusive use in extremely muddy conditions. The rear of the glove is made 
extra warmth, with clusters of soft, small rubber spikes on the palm for increased grip when 
ed in mud. Both the right and left index fingers feature a wiper blade for goggle cleaning. 


t definitely a ‘rainy day’ product - anything but your everyday glove. It’s a speciality item that’s all about 
ey brown stuff was in short supply during our ride, but it was clear that the glove is designed to excel 
ns .The simple Velcro wrist closure, super-wide opening and large pull tab make putting the gloves on 
n with wet hands. When on they're comfortable and fit well. At 3mm deep the small, palm side rubber 
ance your hands from the handlebars, but if covered in shit that's exactly what you'd want them to do. 

ter-wide opening 


LITY: www.msracing.com and wwwMpicoxo.uk 





GARMENTS 

MADE FOR 
RIDERS 


CJ 

tiris . 

Bird 
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(Red Bull extreme enduro rider) 
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AILABLE 


WHITE 

OR 

BLACK 

AVAILABLE 


Easy to access 
control button 
on sleeve 


Ultra light-weight 
Carbon fibre heating elements 
Maximum heat delivered fast 
Heat on demand 


Engineered lightweight heated 
garments supplying warmth at 
the PUSI I of a button. 
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ON THE COVER: 



RIDER: CRISTOBAL GUERRERO 

After four years as part of the KTM Enduro Factory Team, Cristobal Guerrero is back on blue. 
The highly experienced Spaniard is leading Yamaha’s long-awaited and official return in the 
EWC as a member of Team Miglio Yamaha. Guerrero will be riding the brand new Yamaha 

WR250F, mixing things up in the fight for the El title. 

EVENT: TEAM MIGLIO YAMAHA PHOTOSHOOT, ITALY 
BATE AND TIME: February 12 2015, 14:43.52 
EQUIPMENT: CANON EOS 1DX, LENS @ 200MM, 1/640 AT F4, ISO 320 
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WANT TO DO SOMETHING AWESOME TODAY? 

visit: www.kurtcaseUi.com and realise that you can make a difference. 


The Hurt Caseili Foundation was established following 

Kurt’s untimely death with one simple goal - to protect and support the lives 

of off-road racers. 



FOUNDATION 






